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One who steals the gisvah, curses by divination, or has intercourse with an Aramean woman, zealots
attack them. A priest who served while impure, his brothers, the priests, do not bring him to a court,
rather youth of the priesthood take him outside the court and take out his brain with clubs. A stranger
[i.e. a non-priest] who served in the Temple, Rabbi Akiva says: [execution] by strangulation, and the
sages say, at the hands of heaven.
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"One who has intercourse with an Aramean woman": R. Yishmael teaches: This is one who marries
a Gentile woman and has children. He raises enemies of the Lord from her. It is written: "And
Pinchas the son of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest saw" (Numbers 25:7). What did he see? He
saw the act and remembered the halakhah: "One who has intercourse with an Aramean woman, the
zealots attack them." It is taught that this is not according to the will of the sages. But [could it be]
that Pinchas did not act according to the will of the sages!? Rabbi Yudah bar Pazi said: They [would
have] sought his excommunication [or: punishment], were it not for that the holy spirit leapt upon
him and said: "And it will be for him and his descendants after him a covenant of eternal
priesthood." (Numbers 25: 13).



